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Purpose

The purpose of the “Learning Center for the Desafto provide a quality program to
respond to the urgent needs of deaf persons innoghae., physical, emotional,
intellectual, and social. However, the LCD’s primabjective is educational with
specific emphasis on children, their families, gndng adults.

The team in the LCD believes in the empowermetih@Deaf in general, including the
family of the deaf person. The program therefdse eesponds to the needs of deaf
adults through further education and literacy aasdt reaches out to the world of the
hearing with information that helps spread awarsm@®ut deafness, how to deal with
the deaf and on prevention of hearing loss.

Introduction

The LCD has been established, in 2002, with thardref providing a proper program
for young deaf children and their families, whichl wnablethe deaf child to have a
good start in life and a better future.

During a preparatory phase of the programs, Hudsmiail, who is a deaf man himself,
achieved his Doctorate Degree in Educational Adstviation. The Association of
Parents for the Deaf, who saw in Hussein hopeh@future of their children, since
education for deaf children terminated at the Bréanel (3" grade), asked the President
of Lebanon to decorate Hussein with a “Medal ofdées” in recognition of his
achievement.

The decoration ceremony allowed Hussein to be bgenany of the young deaf people
who came from different schools and saw in himla-reodel. One of the deaf students,
Wissam, told him: “l used to be certain that ohtagBrevet Diploma was the highest
goal to reach, but now | ask myself why can’t | &o@e like you, Dr. Hussein?” In fact,
Wissam was the reason Hussein felt the resporgitiligive young deaf people the
chance which he was given by his foster-fatheldteeRev. A. Andeweg (Father Andy)
and the organization that supported him, to rebetsame level of Education that he has
achieved.

Due to the absence of classes beyond Brevet (Higbd Program) in the schools for
the deaf in Lebanon, Hussein found it necessapgtsonally establish a special High
School setting for the Deaf which will accept stuidefrom all the schools for the Deaf
who wished to continue in the academic realm. a$ & courageous decision, knowing
that such an intervention for a High School is moare expensive than that of Primary
and Intermediate education. But God is fairer i® ¢tildren than people and He made
this event possible for the deaf young childrehebanon; and today Wissam, who has



completed his education at our high-school progiarstudying at a university in
Medical Laboratory.

Similar challenges have faced the Early IntervenBoogram. The difficulty was due to
the fact that the concept of Early Interventioh@banon was thought to be limited to
having the child fitted with hearing aids earlyddraving him/her go to a speech
therapist one to three times a week. No one apddgarwonder what would be the use of
the hearing aid if the parents are not taught &xklit on a daily basis and are shown
how to help the child to make use of a properistg environment. Nor did they appear
to think to teach the family how to make use ofléural situations at home to provide
rich communication, language and listening possigsl. No one considered the fact that
families need to deal with their feelings by dising them with a counselor and by
providing them chances to see other families aadhleg at first hand from their
experience. No one thought of the needs of soméiés to be taught Sign Language to
have better communication with their child. No dedieved that families deserve to be
instructed in subjects such as hearing tests, maidesmmunication, etc. And finally no
one thought the families need to have a referabcary to refer to whenever they panic
due to all the new matters they have to deal with these missing services are an
important requisite for a proper Early Intervent®rogram.

We learned that the best people, who can informliigrabout the importance of our
program and the richness of our services, arehmoptofessionals, but the families
themselves. We get thrilled to hear from the famithat they feel very good to be at the
LCD; while still being professionally treated. Thember of families is growing and
families are coming to us from a far distance.

The LCD has also launched the initiation of a ComityuBased Rehabilitation (CBR)
program in order to help the families in distardaa, where help is greatly needed
because of the neglect of the children which istdysoverty and lack of awareness of
many families. This program is moving very slowllye to the fact that the LCD does
not have enough employees to do many trips toidtard areas, but again there is faith
that everything comes in the right time.

An awareness campaign on the importance of Eartgdlien has initiated. The
campaign became possible after two years of waitingunding. It will be spread
throughout the country encouraging families to dettearing loss as early as possible.
LCD will help inform the families about the stepey need to make in case of suspicion.
Once hearing loss is confirmed, the Early IntenaemProgram at the LCD has many
services that can help families from distant aseah as follow up tests, continuous
guidance, John Tracy Clinic Correspondence Bookswdire followed through distance
learning, lectures in distant areas, and the suigpoup.

The Integrated Nursery also has been started.n&kiesetting for the Nursery will be a
special class for the deaf babies and young childt®o will later enter schools for the
Deaf. The Bilingual/Bicultural Approach will be jgiged in this part of the Nursery with
one deaf teacher who will promote Sign Languageaedhearing teacher who will
promote the spoken language. This class will q@omant since the aim of the Nursery
is to be a diagnostic Nursery where we can stuey#st placement for the deaf child.



The ideas for development and improvement in theréuare many, such as providing an
audiological section, subtitling of videos for fdies in Arabic, and adding a Sign
Language corner for deaf parents, translating itapobooks to Arabic as such sources
are almost non-existent, and providing professitna@hing for the approaches used in
therapy, etc.

But looking back, we realize that the support afgde who believe in the work of the
LCD has already helped realize many accomplishmertitieh took place during the past
years. Therefore there is no doubt that the LCIDhei able to improve existing services
and provide other needed ones in due time.

There is a strong feeling that God is surely beltiigl project because of all that has been
provided until now. Buying of the LCD’s premisek€ building), which is a big proof of
His presence in times of financial difficulties Wibwide, allowed us to accommodate a
number of programs within a loving and caring atphese, created by the staff, the
students and the families.

The Project’s Main Objectives rograms offered)
1. Early Intervention Program

The most important aspect of this program is thestablishes a place that provides
objective information, and services on any subjeletted to the deaf child, for parents
who already know or have just discovered that timéamt or young child is deaf and
consequently feel lost and do not know what to@lgective information is put at their
disposal from educational references and researoreth as from personal experiences
about the best possible choices for their chiliese choices are also reviewed in the
contextof what is available in Lebanon and what really ta¢keir needs and priorities.

The LCD’s role is to provide emotional and cogretsupport for parents to overcome
their grief and to supply them with all basic infation. Therefore besides the
continuous guidance (talks, following tests nee@ekjse for whom to contact, searching
possibilities for schooling, etc), the Early Intention Program is offering parents two
services for these purposes and thesé xitee Support Group where families gather in
the presence of a qualified and experienced psggistlin the field of deafness, agjl

the Coursefor families of young children with Hearing Impaient where a number of
intensive lectures is given to them concerningetisjrelated to deafness or the young
child.

Parents come from distant areas and from closesar€he ones from closer areas can
bring their child once a week, or twice when neefdedessions with the therapistvho
works with the child, but also with the family. \lhparents coming from distant areas
usually bring their child once a month for evalaatand follow up.

All parents benefit from thdohn Tracy Clinic sequential lessonswhich are translated
and adapted to the Arab Language and Culture by @Drwith the authorization from
the clinic. These lessons help parents in a gtadaaner to enhance their child’s whole
development with stress on language developmenligteding skills. All families are
enjoying these lessons because of their simplaity their content which is written with



a lot of consideration to the feelings of the fanahd the abilities of each individual
child.

The LCD'sResource Roonprovides intensive information, as well as linksough the
Internet; so that answers are always availabletergs’ questions related to any subject
concerning their child as a child and as a dedfichi

In the year 2004, the LCD initiated a specialibetggrated Nursery, Montessori
oriented, for hearing and hearing impaired childur@re both benefit from a very rich
environment in all means of development with a géacus on language. There is a
special care to have special activities for theili@amof both hearing and hearing
impaired children to support the growth of the dlat home.

The Early Intervention Program supports parents tingir child is settled in a proper
school that meets his/her needs. These differ troenchild to another. But even then
parents may still want to benefit from some of seirvices.

Due to lack of awareness for Early Detection théLi€working on a national campaign
where brochure will be distributed with simultansanterviews on the media (TV, radio,
newspapers, etc). The brochures have been putblishd we had a collaboration with
the Lebanese Ministry of Health for the distribuatio health care centers of the
government. Further, the brochures will be disiiéal to clinics of Pediatric doctors,
nurseries, and especially dispensaries. Thigldigion will require more coordination
and cooperation. There is also a plan ready tpaull the families who may contact
the LCD for information, guidance and support.

2. Outreach Program

Due to the need, the LCD is startiagprogram in the rural areasin cooperation with
other associations and professionals. Outreaotyr®m is services for deaf children and
their family members in remote, rural areas, siucNarth of Lebanon, Bekaa Valley,
and South of Lebanon.

In April 2007, the LCD has initiated its first bi@mnin the South of Lebanon, Aita El
Chaab, as part of its Outreach Program, with thiatearation of the local school of
“Children with Special Needs. This branch will\eedeaf children and their families
conducted in their own environment.

3. High School Education for the Deaf (HSED)

This program is unique in Lebanon, since presehtye is no program for further
education beyond the Brevet studies (Junior Hidho8l), towards Baccalaureate level
(Senior High School)—from Grade 10 to 12 - for bwaf in Lebanon. In the past, many
young deaf adults who have obtained their Breyalbdias wished to continue their
further academic education. Now they can fulfiky dream since the High School has
opened its doors for students from different schdal the Deaf. This will enable the
young deaf people to be able to go to College avaisity in their own country.



As testimony, in July 2006, for the first time hethistory of Lebanon, seven deaf
students have presented their official GovernmdBaalcalaureate Examination, and as a
result, fortunately, they all have passed. Novséh&tudents are enrolled at their colleges
and universities in Lebanon, and one of them iseniily studying in England, majoring

in Computer Literature. The rest of these studargsstudying Medical Laboratory,
Computer Graphic Design, Animation, TV ProductiBhysical Education, etc., and are
all doing remarkably well.

4. Educational Activities for the Deaf

This program is designed to promote adult deaf lgetoplearn and improve specific
subject matters, such as:

* Languages: English, Arabic

* Subject Matters: Book-keeping, etc.

» Computer Literacy

* Home Economics for deaf mothers

* Cooking lessons

* General Knowledge

* Sign Language Courses for parents of deaf childrehother concerned
individuals

Educational Activities for the Deaf is also a pragrof socialization as well as a chance
to empower the deaf.

5. Awareness programs about deafness and deaf peepl

This program which has as an objective to prontuéarnage of deaf people incorporates
activities such as:

» Talks through media

* A book about deafness, written by Dr. Hussein I§nfiaiunder of the LCD, deaf
himself, which is being distributed to the public free (by the Lebanese
Ministry of Social Affairs and the National Assotigm for the Rights of the
Disabled)

» Activities in regular kindergarten and primary sejt (experiment, telling a story
interacting with a deaf puppet and introducing af@elult teaching some signs).

* Brochures: the LCD is working on the implementatidra National Campaign
for awareness on Early Detection and the qualitiganfy Intervention. There is a
mis-concept about Early Intervention for the fevople who know about EIP that
it is the sum of sessions with a speech theragistwiorks directly with the child
at an early age, with little carry-over at homarli Intervention should offer
much more than simple therapy sessions.

» A hardcover book on Lebanese Sign Language, wityeArofessor Roumanos
and Dr. Ismail, to be sold at a low cost ($10 eadt)is Sign Language is also
inserted into CD’s and distributed for free, ashaslcan be found in the Internet.



6. Consultation

Many families come for consultation especially hessathe Director, who is Deaf with a
doctorate degree in Education, is highly regardethbm. Also deaf adults come for
advice since Hussein is also highly regarded byldef and therefore has been chosen to
represent the deaf at the National Council forRights of the Deaf during 2003-2006.

It is estimated that during each scholastic ye@®, dases of consultation is taking place.
While some cases take some minutes through theephuoost take few hours of our time.
Others require weeks and sometimes even montlmlafvtup.

On the other hand gatherings of deaf adults taatimeiand share ideas, include
consultations cases. These gatherings take pla@sievery month.

7. Sign Language Classes

In response to the need of parents we found inéis$séo give courses on Sign Language
so that they can also be able to communicate Wwéh bwn deaf child(ren). The parents
are also enabled to communicate with other degblpdo learn more about their
language and culture.

Courses are also given by Dr. Ismail, deaf himsi#&ctor of the LCD, at different
settings (schools, universities, as well as inLGe®)

Lebanese Sign Language is fortunately documenteégbablished in summer 2006. The
hardcover books are sold at a low cost, which Ig bi$$ 10. It is also inserted into
CD'’s and distributed to interested individuals fefeharge; supported by the UNESCO
in Lebanon. Also Lebanese Sign Language has laeected into the Internet. The
authors of this first-phase book are Professor Roos of the St. Joseph University and
Dr. Hussein Ismail, based on a three-year researdlstudy.

Meanwhile, Professor Roumanos and Dr. Ismail ankivg on a second-phase book, the
implementation of Sign Language in educationalrsggt This, in the future, will

provide the possibility of teaching and learnindparese Sign Language to deaf students,
their families, interpreters, or any interestedvidial wishing to learn a different
language of a different culture.

8. Seminars, Training, and Workshops

Besides the Lectures for the families of deaf a¢bihd and Sign Language Classes for
families, professionals, and interested persomsl. @D offers seminars, workshops, and
training sessions for teachers and professionatkimgwith children with hearing loss
of all ages, and/or with their families.

Training sessions are mainly in the area of Eartgrivention. Subjects of studies for
Seminars and workshops are mainly focused on:



Early Intervention — program of the LCD

Teaching techniques, and importance of link betwsstrool and home
Modes of Communication

Listening and Speech

Communication and Language

Play

Basic Audiological Matters

Basic Psychological Matters

According to request from families of older childr@lder than 6 years), the LCD also
offers awareness sessions for parents about thrermeads of their child(ren) with
hearing loss (psychological, communicational, lisga, and so forth.)

9.

Speech and Language Therapy

This service is designed for deaf children whodder than 6 years as well as deaf adults
who wish to enhance their speech and language skhile Speech Therapist, working with
deaf persons, helps them in two main areas whelasfollows:

A.

Speech and Articulation: This area includes working on the production ofesipe
sounds and improving speech intelligibility.

Language: As it is known, deaf persons have several diffieslin understanding
and using spoken language in its multiple dimerssidimerefore, improving linguistic
skills includes different objectives, such as:

* Expand vocabulary (acquire specified and rich vataty, synonyms, different
meanings for the same word).

* Enhance the production of correct sentences, fiorle to complex structures.

* Improve conversational skills.

» Work on the pragmatic aspects of language (i.eiabtanguage and expressions,
adapting language to the situation of communication

* Work on the abstract aspects of language (i.evepbs, expressions and idioms
of spoken language)



